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FOODBORNE DISEASE OUTBREAK

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Occurrenceof illnesswithinausually short, but variable,
periodof time(fromafew hoursto afew weeks) after consumption, amongindividuals
whohaveconsumed commonfoods.

REPORTING CRITERIA: Suspicionof afoodborneoutbreak caused by toxins
elaborated by bacterial growthinthefood beforeconsumption(e.g Saphyl occus aureus
and Bacilluscereus) orintheintestines(e.g.Clostridiumpergringens); illnessescaused
by bacteria infectionswithshortincubation periods(e.g. Vibrio parahaemolyticus, V.
vulnificus); andavariety of il nessescaused by thecontamination of food by microbial
productsaccumul atedinthefood chainof fish.

OUTBREAK DEFINITION: Anincidentinwhichtwoor morepersonsexperiencea
similarillnessafter ingestion of acommonfood, and analys sof epidemiol ogicdata
implicatesthefoodasthesourceof theillness.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESPRIORITY NOTIFICATION:

Reporttothelocal or statehealth department withinone (1) businessday of the
identification of acaseor suspected case.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).
A suggested format for aFoodborneDisease Questionnaireison page101.

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

° [JSourceinvestigationby LHD.

* [1Specificinterventiondependent uponetiol ogicagent.

° [JDetermineif caseisoutbreak-related and notify theDivis onof Epidemiology and
HedthPanning.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE

BRANCH: 502-564-3261

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, FOOD SAFETY AND
COSMETICBRANCH: 502-564-7181

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCE AND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418
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